
Lesson 2:  “The Celebrated Minuet”
by Luigi Boccherini

About the piece: This minuet is actually part of Boccherini's String Quintet in E 
major, but it is so popular on its own (and is usually played by itself), so that it has 
been referred to as “The Celebrated Minuet”.  It is also a cello quintet – meaning it 
is a traditional string quartet (2 violins, viola and cello) with an extra cello making 
instrument number 5.  Boccherini himself was quite a good cellist.

*There are so many versions of this piece. It might be fun to search around to see 
what different versions interest your student.

Listen to The Celebrated Minuet as a String Quintet
Listen to the minuet performed by a String Quartet 
*for fun (and might appeal to the youngest listeners): listen to the minuet 
performed on the violin by a 4 year old. 

Dynamics: This piece is confined to a small dynamic range. Several times 
there is an echo effect, and you might encourage your students to notice the 
dynamic changes at those times.

Rhythm/Tempo: The tempo of this piece is Andante – which is a walking 
tempo.  Play the music and let your student walk around the room to the 
beat – is the music “walkable”? 

Instrumentation:  The piece is scored for a string quintet (discussed earlier). 
We will explore this on the next pages. 

Mood:  This piece is light and happy – a minuet is a stately ballroom dance, 
so your student can imagine dancing while they are listening.

© Mary Prather -  Homegrown Learners, 2013
21

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epJahNtJzss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=znQl1WO6Kjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Lo8GGC01iww


Luigi Boccherini
(1743-1805)
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Number/Music Vocabulary
The Celebrated Minuet was written for a string quintet. Do 

you know your number/music vocabulary?

Solo – 1 musician
Duet – 2 musicians
Trio – 3 musicians

Quartet – 4 musicians
Quintet – 5 musicians
Sextet – 6 musicians
Septet – 7 musicians
Octet – 8 musicians

The terms in red make great spelling words!
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